
 

 

St Mary’s GAA Club Medical Policy 2025 

 

Overview of GAA Injury Fund (See Full Claims Procedure on GAA learning platform)  

 

The GAA Injury Benefit Fund is a Self-funded benefit fund funded entirely from GAA funds 

with no outside involvement. In effect it is a benefit fund funded by members for the 

members. The Injury Fund is not an Insurance Scheme and is therefore, not regulated by the 

Central Bank of Ireland. As payments from the fund come directly from GAA funds, there is 

no Insurer involved with the fund. 

 

There is no legal obligation on the GAA to provide such a fund or for any of our units to pay 

for treatments, surgeries required. Risk is an inherent factor in sport, as in life. When 

members voluntarily take part in Club \ County activities particularly playing activities in 

contact sports, they accept the risks that such participation may bring. Legal representation is 

not required and therefore, there is strictly no legal expenses cover amongst the benefits 

provided. Should a player issue legal correspondence in respect of a claim within the Fund, 

the player will be solely responsible for issuing payment for the costs of such 

correspondence. Each player needs to ensure that they have adequate cover in place to meet 

their own individual needs and personal circumstances.  

 

The GAA Injury Benefit Fund is only in place to cover benefits which cannot be claimed 

elsewhere and is a benefit cover only.  

 

The GAA Injury Benefit Fund does not seek to compensate fully for Injuries sustained but to 

supplement other Schemes such as Personal Accident, Income Protection, Private Health 

Insurance, Schools Insurance for example. The playing of Gaelic Football, Hurling, Handball 

and Rounders involves the risk of Injury and it is each individual registered player’s 

responsibility to familiarise themselves with the terms and benefits of the GAA Injury 

Benefit Fund.  

 

The Injury Benefit Fund only provides cover for unrecoverable losses up to the limits 

specified. In summary, the GAA Injury Benefit Fund is in place to cover benefits which 

cannot be claimed elsewhere. Therefore, if a claimant is seeking to claim benefit from the 

fund, they must exhaust all other avenues before making a claim under the GAA Injury 

Benefit Fund. Furthermore, the Injury Benefit Fund should not be used as a guarantee for the 

payment of expenses. Ultimately, the responsibility to ensure that adequate cover is in place 

lies with the individual member, commensurate with his \ her specific needs and members 

should not use the fund as their only recourse or be dependent on the fund to compensate 

them fully for any losses associated with the injury sustained. 



 

Our Club policy 

 

St Mary’s Executive Committee is aware of the financial burden that this may place on some 

players in the event of them receiving an injury which requires treatment. As a result, it is 

proposed to support players’ welfare through the following steps, while at the same time 

protecting the financial viability of our club, a voluntary organisation. 

 

Responsibility 

 

It is the responsibility of the individual player or player’s parent to ensure that where a claim 

is to be made that all relevant documentation and procedures are followed within the required 

timeframe below. 

 

How to report the injury? 

 

The injury must be reported within 48 hours of occurrence to team manager or club 

secretary in writing  

 

secretary.athenry.galway@gaa.ie 

. 

The manager the team must be made aware of the injury on day of occurrence if not observed 

by them. 

 

Medical treatment payment 

 

All treatment must be paid for upfront by the player for the medical assessment/treatment 

required. The player can then seek a refund on provision of a receipt to the club. 

As the club is a voluntary organisation, we ask that receipts are submitted & claimed via 

personal health insurance where possible.   

 

 

How to claim reimbursement? 

 

1. The Player/Parent(s) must have reported the injury within 48 hours of occurrence to 

the Club Injury Officer Tom Carr or in writing to Club secretary 

secretary.athenry.galway@gaa.ie 

 

2. The Player must submit original receipts for treatment within 14 days of the 

treatment. 

 

3. For medical assessments/treatments post injury, The Player is encouraged to attend 

GP or A&E if required in Galway University Hospital or Portiuncula Hospital. The 

club will reimburse the cost for an A&E visit upon receiving the receipt.  
 

For Laya clinic visits where no Laya health insurance cover is in place, the club will 

only reimburse the equivalent cost of attending A&E. (The club will not reimburse 

full cost of Laya clinic for those who do not have Laya membership). 
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4. For physiotherapy, St Mary’s GAA will reimburse the player at a rate of €40 per 

treatment up to a maximum of 5 sessions (If the player is not covered by their own 

personal insurance).If the player wishes to claim for more than 5 treatment sessions, 

the player must be medically accessed by a GP. A written recommendation from the 

GP giving details of the treatment plan should then be submitted to the club. The Club 

will reimburse the player at the rate of €40 each for the medically recommended 

number of treatments. If a player wishes to attend a physiotherapist whose charge 

exceeds €40, the club will not be able to cover this excess. 
 

5. For Consultant Fees not covered by individual’s health insurance or GAA injury fund, 

St Mary’s GAA will reimburse on proof of receipt up to a maximum of €100 only.  
 

 

 

Payment will only be made if the player’s club membership has been fully paid in full 

before beginning club activity in any given year.  

 

It is each member’s responsibility to familiarise themselves with our medical club policy. 

The club accepts no responsibility or accountability for medical bills submitted whereby the 

medical policy has not been adhered too. 

 

 

St Marys GAA Executive  

Athenry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Effective -   Dé Céadaoin 5 Feabhra 2025 

 

This policy is subject to review annually by the Club Executive 



 


